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Synopsis

Timed for the Civil War anniversary in 2011, this book powerfully illustrates a true turning point in
American history. Gettysburg expert Jennifer Weber tells the story of the momentous battle through
the voices of those who were there, a unique approach that makes this title stand out from all
others.Gripping eyewitness accounts, archival photographs, and dramatic artwork combine with the
latest research to portray the Battle of Gettysburg from all sidesA¢a -4 <Yankees and Rebels,
officers and foot soldiers, men and women, townspeople and outside observers. Through their eyes,
todayA¢a -a,¢s students get a real sense of how a chance meeting on a dusty road exploded into
three days of intense combat. Maps specially created by National Geographic cartographers help us
follow all the action of the vicious and complex battle, during which more than 50,000 people were
killed, wounded, or taken prisoner. Names such as Little Round Top, the Peach Orchard, and
PickettA¢a -4,¢s Charge take on new meaning as young readers learn about the incredible
sacrifices madeA¢a -4 <often by people still in their teens.National Geographic supports K-12
educators with ELA Common Core Resources.VisitA A www.natgeoed.org/commoncoreA A for

more information.
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Customer Reviews

Gr 4-7A¢a -a cePulling readers headlong into the sights, sounds, and smells of the battle at
Gettysburg, Weber paints a picture, rich in descriptive detail, of terrifying encounters, exhausted
soldiers, and tedious waiting mixed with chaos and confusion. She outlines how this decisive

showdown was actually more happenstance than strategy, and how General Lee’s defeat here,



while it did not end the war, put him and the Southern army on the defensive for the next two years,
never allowing them to gain back an advantage. While the three-day battle is described
chronologically, the author begins with Lincoln’s famous address at the dedication of the memorial
cemetery and then provides some context for the war, its causes, and basic highlights up until those
fateful days in early July. The narration is occasionally confusing as it hops between the Northern
and Southern perspectives as well as explaining troop movements, various commanders,
regiments, and locations in and around Gettysburg. The text is interspersed with bits of first-person
accounts, original photographs, and reprints of flyers and other primary-source material that make it
an invaluable resource for students and teachers. A detailed time line, websites, and a bibliography
are useful additions. Font sizes for captions and sidebars are small, which can be distracting, but
overall this is an attractive, informative account of an important American event.A¢a -a ceJody
Kopple, Shady Hill School, Cambridge, MA. (c) Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly

owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

This colorful book tells of the Battle of Gettysburg, a dramatic event that becomes even more
compelling because the text is laced with pertinent quotes from those who were there.

WeberA¢a -4,¢s vivid, pithy writing packs a great deal of information and many anecdotes into a
relatively short account. A time line of the Civil War, a list of recommended websites, a bibliography,
and a list of sources for quotes are appended. Most double-page spreads include a pull-out snippet
of text, sometimes beginning or ending in midsentence, printed in all caps, and, even more
distracting, in two different sizes of enlarged, bold type. Though this and certain other aspects of
page design draw the eye away from the main text, other elements work quite successfully: many
battle maps, short, informative sidebars, and the use of modern realistic paintings and photos of
artifacts as well as period photographs to illustrate the book. A lively addition to history collections.

Grades 5-8. --Carolyn Phelan

Basically a table top book, Jennifer L. Weber’'s work is of great interest to high school age students,
and even to some of us who are interested in deeper studies on history. Having read (literally)
nineteen other books on the civil war era, | found this one interesting and helpful on two levels:First,
it is a brief overview of a three day battle which usually occupies so many pages, and provides so
many details and facts that some of the story gets lost, as in "you can’t see the forest for the trees."
The value of an overview is that it provides a view you don’t get otherwise.Second, it is sprinkled

with interesting minor details that are forgotten in the deeper study. For example, we learn that



Union General Daniel Sickles’ amputated leg is on display, bone only of course, in the National
Museum of Health and Medicine. We are shown a picture of a cipher disc used by signalmen of
both armies. We are treated to pictures of weapons and ammunition used during the war. We see
art painted to illustrate to the news hungry public what was happening, including a painting of how
Gen. Lewis Armistead led his men into battle with his hat on the end of his sword so he could be
seen, an act that endangered his own life by calling the enemy’s attention to him as well. These and
other usually unmentioned details may not be of much overall value in understanding the deeper
story behind Gettysburg, but they add interest and a certain level of fascination with history for those
not yet caught up in the subject as | am.Weber has included, as well as period art, available
photographs and illustrations designed to enhance the reader’s experience. | was well pleased with
the entire experience of reading this book. At 61 pages, it only took me two days to read and even
reread some sections. This edition was produced by National Geographic for young readers.Four

stars for this helpful overview and the high quality of production, including pictures and illustrations.
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